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400. By Prof. Asaph Hall. — In a plane passing through the centre of 
the sun, 12 right lines are drawn from this centre making an angle of 30° 
with each other. On each of these lines, three homogeneous spherical bod- 
ies are placed at distances respectively of 10, 20 and 30 from the centre of 
the sun; the distance from the earth to the sun being the unit of distance. 

The mass of each of these bodies being equal to that of the sun, what 
will be the velocity of a particle that starts from an infinite distance and 
moves in a right line towards the centre of the sun, and perpendicular to 
the plane of the bodies, when the particle is at a distance of 0.01 from the 
centre of the sun; the law of attraction being that of Newfon? 

Query by George Eastwood. — In the solution of problem 389, show 
why "It is allowable and sufficient to write 

f = p2 and ^ = q^". 
dt ^ ' dx ^ 
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EBB ATA. 

On page 49, line 15, for "laws", read locus. 
" " 50, " 22, insert mj after 1046.02. 
" " 85, " 1, insert " after "iune". 



